Circuit
Rider

“Autumn leaves
don’t fall, they fly.
They take their time
and wander on this
their only chance
To soar.”

Fall 2022

Delia Owens,
Where the Crawdads Sing
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Hello friends!
October is going to be “Appreciation”
Month. We want to recognize,
acknowledge, and show our appreciation
for the work Pastor Steve does for all of us
and for our church as well as our full and
part time staff, and those in church leadership roles.

First United Methodist Church
Office: 242-4850 (option 1 in staff directory)
Email: firstmethodist@fumcgj.org
Circuit Rider and Circuit Rider E-News are published
quarterly (November, February, May, August) by
First United Methodist Church, 522 White Ave.,
Grand Junction, CO 81501.

We plan to have a potluck lunch.
Details on the location of the event will be
forthcoming so stay tuned to the What’s
Cookin’ bulletin.
The potluck lunch will be held on SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 16, after the second service. Everyone is invited to greet, meet up, and eat
that day. Mark your calendars. Bring your
favorite salad, vegetable, or main dish to
share. DESSERT WILL BE PROVIDED!
Reminder: Methodists are known for having great potlucks!
Hosted by:
Staff/Parish Relations Committee &
Nominations & Leadership Development
Committee

Mark Your Calendar
9/5
9/14
9/18
9/22

Church Office Closed—Labor Day
A Little Noon Music Concert
Membership Sunday
Hello Fall

10/9 Celebration of World Communion Day
10/12 A Little Noon Music Concert
10/30 One Worship Sunday (at 11 AM)
Fall Festival
11/4
11/6
11/9
11/11
11/20
11/24
11/27

Annual Holiday House Bazaar
Daylight Savings Time Ends
A Little Noon Music Concert
Church Office Closed—Veterans Day
Hanging of the Greens
Church Office Closed—Thanksgiving
First Sunday of Advent

More information can be found within
the pages of this newsletter.
Note: Events are subject to change in
this ever-changing world.
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Welcome New Church Family
Have you had a chance to meet our newest Village of Faith family?
These family’s united with us in membership on May 22nd.

“H” K. & Donna Hancock

Shelley & Gary Parsons

Extend The Table

June & John Zacharias

Fellowship Time

Our In-Home Communion Ministry is up and running! Extend the Table (ETT) is a way for church
members who are not able to attend in-person
worship to receive monthly communion.

FUMC has a delightful Fellowship Time between our
worship services each Sunday. Beginning around 10 AM
either the parlor or the courtyard, we get together for a
light snack and a chance to connect.

We are looking for volunteers to join our ETT Ministry! There is training, support and everything you
need to know in order to participate in this rewarding program. It is usually one stop at a person's home per month.

This ministry has a great group of volunteers who host
each week. Coffee and cold beverages are made already,
and the host may either provide a plate of cookies, fruit
etc. or the church has available goodies. All paper products are provided.

If you are interested in volunteering please contact
Jeannie Lewis at hospitality@fumcgj.org. We
could use a few more helpers to make sure everyone gets served and our volunteers aren't overwhelmed.

There are instructions to help you and Jeannie Lewis is
always available to answer any questions you
might have. If you are unsure of how fellowship time set
up and clean up works, you may also co-host with someone who knows the ropes.

Thank you in advance for helping this program
grow!

Please consider helping with this fun gathering! We
have enough volunteers that you only host every few
months.
Contact Jeannie Lewis for more information
Hospitality@fumcgj.org or text 970-210-5412.
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Ministry News

Bell Bits
As the end of summer nears, the approach of FUMC’s
program year is just around the corner. The adult bell
group and the summer ensemble bell groups will be
busy with rehearsals as they prepare to ring in worship services at various times throughout the year.
The 5 octave group will maintain their rehearsal day
and time, Sundays at 12:30 to 1:30 PM.
Look for confirmation of that exact start back day in
the future What’s Cookin’. The 12 Bells for 6 Ringers
will continue to rehearse on Tuesdays; 1st, 3rd and
4th at 1:00 PM and 2nd Tuesday at 10:00 AM. The
Ring 4 Joy group, duet and quartet will rehearse as
needed throughout the fall and spring.
There are 13 regular ringers in the above mentioned
bell groups, but there is a continued need for substitute ringers for both rehearsals and scheduled play
times in church services. If you are interested in becoming a sub or are just interested in learning what
bell ringing is all about contact Terri Godby at
303.437.5311, drop a note in the Bell mailbox, or visit
any of the scheduled rehearsals.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
“What our hands and hearts create allow others to
know God.”
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is blessed with those who
make an incredible number of shawls and lap robes.
Because of this, we were able to give a combination
of 40 shawls and lap robes to Senior Engagement-A
GJ Mutual Aid Network along with 15 to church
members, so far this year. All that knitting and crocheting uses up a lot of yarn, so our supply is running
low. We would welcome any 100 Acrylic Yarn you
may have to donate. Please contact Pam Bersch at
970-260-2982.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 4th Thursday of
the Month from 9:30 to 11:00 AM in the parlor.
However, for November, we will meet on the 3rd
Thursday, due to Thanksgiving being on the 4th Thursday.
Fall dates for 2022 are:
September 22 October 27 November 17
Blessing over shawls
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Diaper Depot
Grand Opening
July 21st was a successful Grand Opening of the Diaper Depot in the new location. We served over 150+ families
while working alongside several community agencies including Early Learning Ventures, Mesa County Health
Department, WIC, and Marillac Clinic.

The celebratory ribbon cutting and blessing over this ministry is just the start to the growth and expansion of the
Diaper Depot. I want to personally thank everyone who helped put this amazing event together, and to those who
have helped this ministry become what it is today. Additionally, a HUGE thank you to the Bacon Family Foundation for the grant to make it possible to move out of the closet and into the community!
In an abundance of gratitude,
Anna Aleksa
Director of the Diaper Depot

Awesome
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More….Diaper Depot
meeting

greeting

serving

Surprise Visit from

Western Colorado
Community
Foundation!
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October
The last three months of United Women in Faith have been an
active and busy time, from our Colorado Victorian Tea in May,
our Friendship Brunch in June as well as providing the reception following John Foreman’s memorial service. Also in July,
we began preparing our budget and programs for 2023.

For our July gathering Nelda Partin was ill so Sue Yeager
stepped in and gave a wonderful presentation on two of our
Reading Program books, “She Came to Slay,” the life of Harriet
Tubman, and “The Unstoppable Garrett Morgan.” Following
the presentation Sue led us in discussion on these two very
remarkable people in US history.

In our August gathering, we focused on peaceful gathering and
inclusion and we will be planning programs for 2023, as well as
gathering names for nomination of officers.

September
Now, our September starts with a bang. First, our meeting on
Thursday Sept 1st will spotlight Sue Yeager, Social Action Coordinator, with her presentation on Climate Justice and what we
can do to help save our planet. Crossroads UWF (Women in
Faith) is hosting the UWF Utah/Western Colorado District
Annual Celebration on Sept. 16/17. This event will focus on
Colorado Water Rejuvenation and Preservation. If you wish to
attend this event, registration forms are located in the blue
folder on the UWF bulletin board opposite the Parlor. Registration deadline is Sept. 1st. Our UWF will be providing snacks
and lunch on the 17th.

Our October gathering will include nominations for the Leadership Team as well as hearing ideas from people, not only
from our UWF members but from the whole church which will
enhance our programming and will include others who are
interested in joining with us to present faith-based activities.

November
YES! IT’S BACK! We are beginning preparations for our “in
person” Holiday House Bazaar. This year it will be a one-day
event, Friday, November 4 from 9 AM - 3 PM. Returning as
well is the Friday soup/bread/dessert lunch in Gaines
Hall. Stay tuned for more information throughout September
and October.

Our October 6 UWF gathering will include the nominations of
our 2023 leadership team, followed by our November meeting
which will be our World Thank Offering and Memorial Service
as well as the election of our 2023 Leadership Team. We will
also focus ahead into the Christmas Season, at which time we
hold our Christmas tea to celebrate the end of the year.

If you have not heard, we have some remarkable and talented
ladies who are actively involved in the Prayer Shawl Ministry. In July, our wonderful leader, Pam Bersch donated 40
shawls to Senior Engagement - a Mutual Aid Network , as part
of our continuing outreach to our community. If you would
like to join this small but prolific group of knitters ad crocheters, we meet the 4th Thursday of each month in the Parlor
from 9:30 - 11:00. If you know of someone who would like to
receive one on our shawls, please let Pam know.

As our name implies, United Women in Faith is a worldwide organization that is open to ALL women who believe
in Christ. We make no distinction between ethnicity, social standing, age, members of any faith or no organized
faith. Come, join us and see what we are about.
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Preparing for Christmas
Holiday House Bazaar
November 4th
9 AM to 3 PM
All Proceeds to Benefit
United Women in Faith
Local and Global Missions
The handcrafted, homemade excellence you’ve come to
expect from United Women in Faith (formerly United
Methodist Women) returns to brighten your holidays!
Mark Your Calendar
One Day Only

Time to Deck the Halls!
Plan to join the Worship Planning Team Sunday, November 20th, in the early afternoon to decorate our lovely Sanctuary for the Holiday Season. We are hoping to maximize the number of helping hands before Thanksgiving pulls folks
out of town to family gatherings.
Big Jobs Need Big Hearts to Reach the Goal
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Administrative Notes

Issue

Events hap-

Due Date to

Mail Date

Winter

Dec, Jan, Feb

October 15

November 15

A Little Noon Music
Join us for another season of A Little Noon Music free concerts.
Every 2nd Wednesday of the month, from 12:15 to 1:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 14
OCTOBER 12
NOVEMBER 9

Church Office Closures
Sept. 4 Labor Day
Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Nov. 24 & 25 Thanksgiving

Are you receiving the weekly
eblast? If not, email or call
the church office:
firstmethodist@fumcgj.org
970-242-4850 option 1 in staff
directory
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Visit us on the web—www.fumcgj.org
Circuit Rider is a quarterly publication. Submit all materials for Circuit Rider via email to
Carolyn Campbell at firstmethodist@fumcgj.org

First United Methodist Church
522 White Avenue
Grand Junction, CO 81501
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First United Methodist Church
Worshipping God and Loving One Another by
Taking Christ to the Community and the Community to Christ

DOWNTOWN | 522 White Avenue. 81501
Sunday Mornings at FUMC
In-Person & Live Stream via fumcgj.org
9 AM Contemporary Worship
11 AM Traditional Worship
Note: On 5th Sunday’s only 1 worship at 11 AM
Our nursery is fully open for both worship services
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