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Luke 17:20-21 

GRILS, MICHELANGELO’S ANGEL, AND A BASEBALL PLAYER NAMED SUNDAY 

When Winona and I were married 50 years ago, the first movie we saw together was “The Last 

Picture Show”. Several weeks ago, we saw the movie again. The film is about life in a small 

Texas town and the frustration of the people as they seek meaning and fulfillment in their lives. 

There is one very tender and moving scene.  Two of the characters, Sonny and Lois, are talking 

about Sam the Lion, a man they both loved. Sam had just died. He had been a man of 

compassion and courage and strength.   Talking about Sam Lois said, “I’ll tell you Sonny, it’s a 

terrible thing to meet only one man in your whole life who knows what you’re really worth.” 

What a disturbing thought! How many people in your life know what you are really worth? Are 

you like Lois who had only one person in her life who knows what you are really worth? Do you 

know what you are really worth? 

I have some good news for you this morning. There is at least One who knows what you are 

really worth.   There is One in your life who has proved how much you mean to Him. That One 

who knows how much you are worth is Jesus Christ.  Again and again in His ministry Jesus 

affirmed the worth of individual persons.  Jesus said, I am come that you might have life and 

have it more abundantly. You are worth so much that Jesus was willing to die on the cross for 

you. Yes, there is One who knows what you are really worth.   

This is what Jesus was emphasizing in our Scripture lesson for this morning. The Pharisees came 

to Jesus and asked Him, “When will the Kingdom of God come?”  Jesus said, “The Kingdom of 

God does not come in such a way that it can be seen. No one will say ‘here it is’ or ‘there it is.’” 

Jesus said, “The Kingdom of God is within you”.  Did you hear that? Do you really hear that? 

The Kingdom of God is within you.  Jesus was talking to the Pharisees. They were the ones who 

were always giving Him trouble. They were the ones who were constantly criticizing Him. They 

refused to believe in Him.  Jesus said to them, “The Kingdom of God is in you.” 

In one way or another Jesus said this to everyone He met. To that woman who was caught in the 

act of adultery and was about to be stoned to death, Jesus said, “The Kingdom of God is within 

you.” To the rich young ruler who loved his money more than he loved God, Jesus said, “The 

Kingdom of God is within you.” To greedy old Zacchaeus who made a fortune by overcharging 

people on their taxes, Jesus said, “The Kingdom of God is within you.” And to you and to me He 

says, “The Kingdom of God is within you.” No matter how you may have lived, no matter what 

you may have done with your life, no matter how rotten you may feel inside, Jesus tells you and 

me, “The Kingdom of God is within you.” 

One of my friends sent to me a photo of an advertisement on a New York Subway wall. This was 

a big advertising poster with a very dignified looking man selling some product. Someone had 

drawn a line and put a balloon coming out of the man’s mouth saying, “I like grils.” Someone 

else had noticed the mis-spelling and underneath had written, “It’s girls, stupid, not grils.” And a 

third person, added these words, “But what about us grils?” Well? What about us grils? Most of 



us one way or another are oddballs and misfits. All of us spend a lot of time feeling like grils; 

feeling insecure about who we are, about how we live our lives, and about how other people 

respond to us. The gospel of Jesus is good news for us grils. “The Kingdom of God is within us.” 

You may be a gril, you may be a misfit, you may be a Pharisee, you may be a failure in your own 

mind, you may be the chief of all sinners, but you have great potential as a child of God. “The 

Kingdom of God is within you.”  

God is at work in our lives calling us and challenging us to become a great person living a great 

life. J. Wallace Hamilton has expressed it well. He said: “If you are ever tempted to doubt the 

reality of God in your life, or the presence of God in your history, ask yourself this question, 

‘What is this mystery urge that runs like a living spirit through the whole human race, disturbing 

us, calling us, keeping us aware of larger possibilities, leaving us dissatisfied with the highest 

heights we have climbed and the best we have attained?’  

Hamilton concludes, “This vague unrest is not of human making.  We did not invent it. In fact, 

we are often conscious of resisting it. How often has the whisper come to you, calling you to get 

up and be something better than you are?” Yes, the Kingdom of God is within each of us. He is 

at work in our lives calling us to be a great person living a great life. 

One of the presidents of the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor tells of his conversion 

experience. When he was a little boy, he and his family attended a one room church in the 

mountains.  One time they had a ten-day revival one summer and he got converted at that 

revival. He came forward at the invitation and committed his life to Jesus.  He was the only 

person who got converted at the revival. After the service ended, he heard a couple of men 

talking about the revival. One of the men said, “This revival was a failure. Only one little boy got 

converted.”  

This little boy was hurt. As far as he was concerned it was the greatest revival ever because he 

had been converted. He said he made up his mind to show those men that a revival is a success if 

just one person gets converted and that one person goes on to do great things. After graduation 

from college, he went on to one success after another. He finally became President of the 

University.  He writes, “As I look back over my life, I realize it was God working in my life that 

night when those men said the revival was a failure. God was challenging me to be the very best 

person I can be.” 

Abraham Heschel, a Jewish theologian, wrote that even as we grow old, God continues to work 

in our lives to help us become our very best. He says that we need to be much more aware of the 

wonderful opportunity that retirement and old age offer us to grow in the spirit. Hershel put it 

this way: “Old people need a vision, not just recreation. Old people need a dream, not just 

memories. It takes three things to attain a sense of significant being: God, a soul, and a moment. 

And the three are always here. Just to be a blessing, just to live is holy.” This statement hits 

home with me.  As most of you know, I turned 75 last week and I retired from my 44-year 

practice of law last June. Retirement was difficult. I missed my clients, I missed my co-workers 

and I missed the daily challenges of the law. But then in February I was asked to fill in one 

Sunday to lead the services at Palisade United Methodist Church. It was to be for one Sunday but 



over the next week, it grew into a long-term commitment and except for four Sundays, I will 

have covered all services from mid-February through July 15. I can tell you that it would not 

have been possible without God, a soul, and a moment. The happiest retired guys I know are the 

ones who are actively involved in volunteering for their church, for the community, for children. 

It doesn’t matter whether we are young or middle aged or old. The Kingdom of God is within 

each of us. God is at work in our lives challenging us and inspiring us to become our very best. 

One time the great sculptor, Michelangelo, bought an inferior looking piece of marble, which no 

one else would buy. Someone asked him, “Why did you buy that worthless piece of marble?” 

The great sculptor replied, “Because there is an angel in it, and I must set it free.” God looks at 

each of us with all of our inferiorities, all of our sins, all of our failures, and all of our 

weaknesses and says, “The Kingdom of God is within you.  There is an angel in you and I will 

set you free.” 

When we open ourselves to God’s work within us, that is when great things begin to happen.  

When we open the door to God and His presence in our life, that is when we grow as a person.  

God can only set free the angel within us if we will work with Him and let Him shape us and 

mold us and form us into the great person we were meant to be.   

An ordinary teacher who is open to the power of God becomes a truly great teacher who affirms 

students and helps them to become great people.  

An ordinary business person who is open to the power of God working within becomes a great 

business person who elevates the moral and ethical standards of the business community.  

Ordinary mothers and fathers open to the power of God within become great parents who affirm 

and inspire their children. Truly great things happen when we open our life to the power of God 

– the power of the Holy Spirit - working within. 

In the movie "The Wizard of Oz", the Wizard says to Dorothy, "Look inside yourself and find 

yourself." But God says to us, "Look in inside yourself and find the Holy Spirit." God says, "the 

wisdom of the Wizard will get you to Kansas. The Holy Spirit will give you an abundant life." 

The theologian Charles Stanley said, "Earthly wisdom is doing what comes naturally. Godly 

wisdom is doing what the Holy Spirit compels us to do." 

In preparing for this morning, I thought to myself, "Does God ask us to do things we are not 

able to do?" I have come to the conclusion that the answer is "Yes. All of the time." It must be 

that way. If we function only to our ability, we are self-limiting ourselves. If we function 

knowing that the Kingdom of God is within us, we open our lives to God's will. 

It is the power of the Holy Spirit that pushes out the old and the ugly and the worthless in our 

lives and fills us with what is new and fresh and good. The power of the Holy Spirit can lift us 

when we are low. It is a power that can strengthen us when we are weak. It is a power that can 

guide us when we are perplexed. It is a power that can comfort us when we are in sorrow. It is a 

power that can challenge us when we are apathetic. It is a power that can change us from one 

who says: "I can’t do it" to one who can says: "I can." 



In the movie “The Wizard of Oz”, the wizard says to Dorothy, “Look inside yourself and find 

yourself.” But God says to us, “Look inside yourself and find the Holy Spirit.” God then says, 

“The wisdom of the wizard will get you to Kansas. The Holy Spirit will give you an abundant 

life.” 

But sometimes us grils don’t get it done right.  We study, we discuss, we read about how we are 

expected to act as Christians. But sometimes we can’t. 

One of the nastiest experiments in the history of social sciences was conducted in December 

1970 on a group of students at the Princeton theological Seminary who were training to become 

ministers in the Presbyterian Church. One day each student was told to hurry to a distant lecture 

hall to give a talk on the Parable of the Good Samaritan. The moral of the parable is that people’s 

merit should be judged by their actual behavior rather than by their religious affiliation and 

philosophical views.  

The eager young seminarians rushed to the lecture hall, contemplating on the way how best to 

explain the moral of the parable. But the experimenters planted in their path a shabbily dressed 

person who was sitting slumped in a doorway with his head down and his eyes closed. As each 

unsuspecting seminarian hurried past, the “victim” coughed and groaned pathetically. Only one 

seminarian stopped but he gave no assistance. The rest of the seminarians did not even stop to 

inquire what was wrong. The emotional stress created by the need to hurry to the lecture hall 

eclipsed their moral obligation to help a stranger in distress.  

Human emotions upstage philosophical and theological theories in countless situations. This 

makes the ethical history of the world a rather depressing tale of wonderful ideals and less-than-

ideal behavior.  How many Christians actually turn the other cheek. How many Buddhists 

actually rise above egoistic obsessions and how many Jews actually love their neighbor as 

themselves? 

Way back in the 1890’s, there was a great baseball player by the name of Billy Sunday who 

played for Chicago. One day after a game in Chicago, Billy Sunday and several of his friends got 

drunk. They were sitting on the curb in Chicago and across the street was a store-front mission. 

They started a service in the mission and began singing and praying. Somebody from the mission 

came over and invited Billy Sunday to come to the service. He staggered in. The preacher told 

the people that the Kingdom of God was within them and God wanted to help them become great 

people living great lives. Billy Sunday responded and opened his life to God. 

The day he got converted Billy Sunday said, “I want to be a giant for God.” He went on to 

become one of the most influential preachers of his time. He preached hundreds of sermons 

traveling all over the country. Most of his sermons were quite fiery. Some of his sermons were 

entitled, “Drinking, Dancing and Cardplaying”, “Old Time Religion”, “Curse of Liquor” and 

“Devil’s Boomerang”. Over three hundred thousand people were converted by Billy Sunday’s 

influence. I like his statement: “I want to be a giant for God.” That is a great philosophy for life. 

Even us grils can experience the Kingdom of God.  We know that within us is an angel waiting 

to be released. We know that through you we can all be giants for the glory of God.   


