
“Bah, Humbug!  Making Change…” 
A worship service by Pastor Steve E-M 

for FUMC Grand Junction, Sunday, November 27, 2022 

The First Sunday in Advent 2022 

This sermon can be listened to on the FUMCGJ 

website: https://www.fumcgj.org;  

Scroll down to the Church Online panel and  

click the  Digital Worship Archive. button. 

Scripture Readings for the Day: 

 Isaiah 9:6-7 and Luke 1:46-48a, 52-55 [NRSV] 

Also references to Rawle, Matt. The Redemption of 

Scrooge (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2016). 

 

OPENING 
(*Dramatic reading w/ congregational participation – from Marcia 

McFee’s WDS materials for Advent I*) 

 
Pastor Steve: [in a Scrooge-like voice] “Bah! . . . Humbug! 

. . . ‘Merry Christmas!’  What right have you to be merry?  

. . . What’s Christmas time to you but a time for paying bills 

without money; a time for finding yourself a year older, but 

not an hour richer?”  (Stave One) 

Rdr 1:  He was sitting there making change… – 

Rdr 2:  a creditor with a cold heart – 

Rdr 3:  making decisions about people’s lives: 

Rdr 4:  Will they eat? Will they not? 

Rdr 1:  Will they have a roof over their head? Will they not? 

Rdr 2:  Will their children live? Will they not? 

Rdr 3:  Will they go to debtors’ prison? Will they not? 

Rdr 4:  It is a story born a long time ago and far away. 

 

All: Or is it? 

 

Rdr 1:  Still…  

Rdr 2:  we live in a world where the chasm between the 

have's and the have not's –  

Rdr 3:  hoarding and generosity –  

Rdr 4:  privilege and oppression… 

 

All: Continue… 

 

Rdr 1:  Will they eat? Will they not?   

Rdr 2:  Will they have a roof over their head? Will they not? 

Rdr 3:  Will their children live? Will they not? 

Rdr 4:  He was sitting there making change… 

Rdr 1:  And then…  

at the toll of a bell and a blink in the night, 

Rdr 2:  his life was changed forever. 

 

All: God has thrown the mighty from their thrones. 

 

Rdr 3:  Are we ready for such redemption?  

Rdr 4:  What will it mean? 

Rdr 1:  Facing our fears… 

Rdr 2:  Forgiving ourselves… 

Rdr 3:  Having compassion for others… 

Rdr 4:  Working to change tragic trajectories… 

Making Change… 
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Rdr 1: Scrooge’s Nephew, Fred’s line: 

“Uncle Scrooge – [Christmas is] a kind, forgiving, 

charitable, pleasant time: the only time I know of, in the 

long calendar of the year, when [people] seem by one 

consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think 

of people below them as if they really were fellow-

passengers to the grave, and not another race of 

creatures bound on other journeys. And therefore, Uncle, 

though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver in my 

pocket, I believe that it has done me good, and will do me 

good; …[so] I say, God bless it!” 

 

SERMON THOUGHTS 

• “Making change…” – a play on words from Pastor 

Matt Rawle’s book, The Redemption of Scrooge, 

which is guiding our thoughts through this Advent 

Season. 

→ Money: Simply a means of “making change”, 

enabling fair trade.  

→ But, in Scrooge’s worldview and economy, it is 

something to hoard, something one has in 

abundance ONLY if one works hard and saves 

and pinches pennies.  And by implication, one 

has not enough of if one is lazy, unmotivated, 

disinclined to work. 

→ And to Scrooge’s way of thinking, that is 

justice.  And he is not without his Biblical 

rationalization.  The Apostle Paul writes in his 

letter to the Galatians:  
“Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you 
reap whatever you sow.” (Gal. 6:7 [NRSV]) 

• And yet, Scrooge comes to the realization that he 

no longer wants to be the living embodiment of his 

former business partner’s eternal misery.  Jacob 

Marley realizes too late his cold-hearted 

miserliness but is powerless to do anything about it 

because of the great chasm that death places 

between “life here” and “life in the hereafter”. 

And Marley’s ghostly visit to Scrooge to warn him 

of this miserable fate sets the stage for Scrooge’s 

series of nightmares that confront him with the 

consequences of his not “making change” deep in 

his heart and soul. 

 

TO THE SCRIPTURES 

• God’s economy: vastly different from Scrooge’s 

The Magnificat – Emphasis is not to be “My soul 

magnifies the LORD and my spirit rejoices in God, 

my Savior…” but “He has brought down the 

powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty.” (*Upending of the 

way of the world – talk about making change!*) 

• Isaiah’s vision of God’s economy worked out in 

the world is one characterized by “endless Peace” 

(Isa 9:7).  That’s a complicated word that needs 

some unpacking: 

1. Biblical: The kind of peace Isaiah envisions 

follows from the way “the Son” of 9:6 exercises 

His power and authority –  

✓ Not as a wealth-mongering, power-hungry 



tyrant but as one described by the names 

given by the Prophet: “Wonderful 

Counselor”, “Mighty God”, “Everlasting 

Father”, “Prince of Peace”. 

✓ His would be a rule established and upheld 

“with justice and with righteousness” (the 

divine pathos!),  

2. Relational: Peace is not a lack of conflict; it is 

honesty and integrity in our relationships where 

there is no fear of retaliation for speaking the 

truth to each other in love.   

✓ Sometimes difficult things need to be said – 

in love – in order for “justice with 

righteousness” to carry the day.  Sometimes 

people are afraid to speak the truth because 

they’re afraid of the consequences of 

speaking up. 

✓ But, Peace cowering in fear of reprisal is not 

peace at all, and it doesn’t result in making 

change – in individuals’ hearts, like 

Scrooge’s, or in the larger society, like ours. 

✓ And it’s not why we lit the candle of Peace 

this morning in the Advent wreath.   

 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus Himself said the peace He came to bring was 

not like that which the world gives (John 14:27), and 

that we shouldn’t be troubled or afraid.  In other 

words, Jesus is the Prince of Peace because the peace 

He offers is the opposite of fear (Rawle, p. 20).  It 

provides the courage to stand up for truth, for justice, 

and for righteousness – that is, for the way of Christ – 

even if conflict results.  And we lit the candle of 

Peace this morning, so that its light might burn away 

our fear of what following Christ might mean (Ibid.) 

In the end, following Christ is the only way we can 

make lasting change – in our own lives and in the 

life of the society of which we are a part.  And it is the 

only way for us to know lasting Peace. 

 

SERMON ENDING: 

9 AM – Me: Prayer of Response & The Lord’s Prayer 

God of glory and God of hope, when heavenly messengers 
announced a word from you to unsuspecting, ordinary men and 
women going about their earthly lives, those first words were 
often, “Do not be afraid.”  As we begin this season of Advent, 
that heavenly admonition seems more pertinent than ever.  Give 
to us to know this day the PEACE that accompanies this 
Season, as we journey yet again the rough-worn path to 
Bethlehem from wherever we live.  And, where we contribute to 
the lack of peace in our world, forgive us and grant to us the gift 
of change – a change of mind, a change of heart, a change of 
spirit.  It is in Christ’s name that we pray.  Amen. 

Steve: And now, let us join our voices in the prayer Jesus 
taught His disciples to pray… “Our Father...” 

 

11 AM – Karen Ray: Music for Reflection 

Followed by Prayer of Thanks & The Lord’s Prayer 

by Vicki Salladé 

 


