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This sermon can be listened to on the FUMCGJ 
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Scroll down to the Church Online panel and  

click the  Digital Worship Archive. button. 

Scripture Reading for the Day: 

 Psalm 29 [NLT] 

 

OPENING 

(*The first 45 seconds of the scene in Forrest Gump, 

“God showed up!”*) 

• A rather humorous way to get into the mood of the 

Psalm, but, hey, it works!   

• And the thing to keep in mind is that the power of 

the storm in that clip from Forrest Gump pales in 

comparison to what the Psalmist is trying to 

describe of the power, the glory, and the strength 

of Almighty God. 

• With that, let’s dive into the Scriptures and look 

more closely at some of the particulars of this 

Psalm. 

 

TO THE SCRIPTURES 

• The place to start in being able to hear the Word of 

God in the words and images of this psalm is in 

ancient Mesopotamia and the pagan god, Ba’al.  It 

is no accident that the features the Psalmist uses to 

extol the power, glory, and strength of God are 

those associated with violently stormy weather. 

Ba’al is the Mesopotamian storm god.  There was 

even a movie made in 2008 of this same title: 

Ba’al: The Storm God. 

Storms, especially storms over the oceans, are seen 

as the realm of demons…chaos.  And it would be a 

particularly powerful god who could bring order in 

that kind of environment.  Ba’al was seen as the 

god of chaos; YHWH as the God who ordered all 

creation. 

It is also significant to know that this Psalm comes 

from the Persian period of Israelite history.  You 

may recall from our worship series last summer on 

the Biblical Prophets that the Persian period was 

after the Exile, when the Israelites would have 

been exposed to the claims of the Mesopotamian 

gods to superiority over their God, YHWH, who – 

evidently – was unable to protect them from the 

power of Babylon.  We should say fleeting power 

of Babylon…because as quick as Babylon was to 

boast of an everlasting kingdom, it fell to the 

Persians! 

• And so, what we have in Psalm 29 is a direct 

rebuttal by the psalmist to the claims of the 

worshippers of Ba’al saying that, in fact, the 

Israelite God, YHWH, is the One before Whom we 

should stand in awe and wonder.  (*Rpt*) 
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• From the standpoint of the language itself, even in 

English, one can see this.  The name of the 

Israelite God – YHWH, translated as LORD in all 

caps – shows up 18 times in the eleven verses of 

this psalm!  Eighteen!  And the phrase, “the voice 

of the LORD” appears 7 times.  Ba’al was not a 

“god who speaks”.  Ba’al was a silent figure, 

carved of wood, stone, bronze, or some other 

material.   

It is YHWH who speaks, right from the very 

beginning: YWHW spoke…and it was so.   

 

SERMON THOUGHTS 

• This is NOT an adolescent squabble over whose 

God is better or stronger.  Nor is it intended to 

depict YHWH as a violent God of chaos.  The 

psalmist is addressing the Israelite people, not the 

Mesopotamians.  The psalmist probably couldn’t 

care less about trying to put down Ba’al.  The 

psalmist cares about strengthening the faith of his 

own people in the face of the challenges of the 

day.  The psalmist is a pastor here!  He cares about 

the faith lives of the people of God and uses this 

very familiar image to convey his message. 

And it’s in this that we hear the Word of God 

speak to us today through this ancient psalm:  

➢ THIS is the GOD who rules over the 

floodwaters; 

➢ THIS is the GOD who reigns as king forever; 

➢ THIS is the GOD before whom we should stand 

in awe and wonder. 

BACK TO THE SCRIPTURES 

• I want to go back to the Psalm before closing 

because, for all the violent images throughout, it 

ends in an unexpected way: In calm, which is 

exactly what we experience after a storm.  It’s 

beautiful.   

And to the Hebrew imagination and memory, it 

wasn’t a big leap to envision  

   

the rainbow and the dove as this Psalm came to a 

close with words we said as a congregation earlier:  

The LORD gives strength to His people. 

The LORD blesses His people with peace. 

The Hebrew form that is used in the verbs “gives” 

and “blesses” can be translated as both promise 

and prayer.  Promise – as translated above. 

Prayer like this: 

May the LORD give strength to His people. 

May the LORD bless His people with peace. 

 

CONCLUSION / WRAP UP 

• Whatever storms you may be facing in your life, 

Psalm 29:11is for you.  It gives you a prayer to 

pray in the midst of it…and a promise to give you 

strength to endure. 



• The conclusion is hard to mistake:  

 

God is holding your life…the theme of our 

worship series. 

Let’s pray… 


