For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.
~Jeremiah 29:11
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Mark Your Calendar
12/2 UMW Christmas Tea
12/8 Program Council
A Little Noon Music
12/10 & 12/11 Palisade High School
Christmas Concert (at FUMCGJ)
12/17 FUMCGJ Christmas Concert
12/19 Village of Faith—Winter WEAR-derland
12/24 Christmas Eve Worship
4 PM Family-Friendly
7 PM Traditional with candlelight
9 PM Traditional with candlelight &
communion

“Be happy in the moment, that’s enough.
Each moment is all
we need, not more.”
Mother Teresa

1/12 A Little Noon Music
1/15 Village of Faith—Sledding at Old
Powderhorn
1/17 Church Office Closed
1/30 Only 1 worship service
2/9 A Little Noon Music
2/13 Valentines Dinner/Concert
2/21 Church Office Closed

First United Methodist Church
Office: 242-4850 (option 2 in staff directory)
Email: firstmethodist@fumcgj.org
Circuit Rider and Circuit Rider E-News are published
quarterly (November, February, May, August) by
First United Methodist Church, 522 White Ave.,
Grand Junction, CO 81501.
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Pastor Steve’s Musings

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. … And
the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
John 1:1, 14 [NRSV]

Greetings, Friends, in the Name and Spirit of the Holy
One who became flesh and dwells among us!
I love those two verses from the opening of John’s Gospel. They so clearly celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation – that in Jesus, the fullness of God dwelt in a
human being who bore witness to the glory, the grace,
and the truth that God manifests to the ultimate degree. And people – His followers – saw it. And the author of the Gospel, an otherwise unidentified disciple
named John, bore witness to the majesty of this Jesus
whose life, ministry and teachings, death, and resurrection have ever since shaped human history and destiny.
But it wasn’t as clear-cut as that for those who were
the central characters in this divine drama. In fact, for
Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds, the Innkeeper, and the
Magi, that first Advent and Christmas presented a dilemma, not a blissful celebration.

With one-character video clips and other supportive
materials developed by the Skit Guys, we will get a
glimpse into the struggles and the faithful responses
each character made to the God’s invitation to participate in this remarkable drama directed by the Holy
Spirit. As we take this journey, we’ll be asking the
question of ourselves, “What kind of dilemma does
Christmas present to me?”
This is not only an individual question, but one for us to
deal with as a “Village of Faith”. Like those involved in
that first Christmas, we have to ask what is our response to the Christ Child to be? How is it that our
faith community is called to respond to the grace and
truth of Jesus in our midst? What form or forms of
ministry are we being called to develop in the coming
couple of years in response to the unmistakable presence of Christ among us?
It is an exciting time to be a part of First United Methodist Church, and I hope you will take the question of
The Christmas Dilemma seriously. Because, like those
who were a part of that first Christmas, we can choose
to be a part of God’s desires for us and our Village of
Faith or we can freeze up in fear as all of them did initially. It was only after trusting in God’s life-changing
presence and faithful guidance that those in that first
drama moved from “dilemma” to “destiny”. And the
world has never been the same.
Will that be said of us and our response to the mystery
of the Incarnation? Let’s hope so and give ourselves
fully to this mystery!
Yours in Christ always – Pastor Steve

This Advent and Christmas Season, we will explore
those dilemmas and how each character responded in
faith through a series called The Christmas Dilemma.
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December 21 and Winter 2022
Worship Themes
The Season of Advent and Christmas: The Christmas Dilemma. Sunday services held at the
normal times: 9 AM and 11 AM.
Friday, December 17th, 7 PM – FUMC Christmas Concert
Christmas Eve Worship, Friday, Dec. 24th All services Live Streamed and in-person.
4 PM – Family Christmas celebration with candlelight. Designed for families with young children. Praise Team will lead the music for this service.
7 PM – Our traditional, Choir-led candlelight Christmas Eve service. As we did last year, this
will be projected on the east wall of the Church and broadcast on our FM transmitter,
98.9 FM, so folks can participate in this service from the east parking lot, if desired.
9 PM – A less formal, intimate candlelight-and-communion service.
Sunday, Dec. 26th – One service held at 11 AM. Since Christmas Eve celebrations will have just taken place, this will be
a special music service with a Christmas carol hymn sing providing the central worship experience.
We will finish up The Christmas Dilemma series on January 2, 2022 with a celebration of the visit of the Magi to the
Christ child – a celebration called Epiphany.
January 9, 2022 – A celebration of Jesus’ baptism and a renewal of our own.
January 16th and 23rd – Larry Beckner will be preaching on these two Sundays, as Pastor Steve and Kim will be leading a
group of pastors and church leaders in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
January 30th – A special, one-service Sunday with worship at 11 AM. The focus will be on 1 Corinthians 13 and “the
greatest of these is love.”
February – Puzzling in the Pews, a worship series you help to create by your responses to the survey e-mailed out in
November. If you didn’t get the survey, you can respond via e-mail to pastorsteve@fumcgj.org or with a note/
letter mailed to the Church. In case you missed it, here’s the prompt:
Please share what you'd like me to address in a sermon after Christmas. You may have questions, struggles,
or concerns over matters of faith. You may have concerns over things related to our congregation or denomination. You may have areas of interest you'd like me to share my thoughts on in a sermon, whatever. I
look forward to hearing from you!
God’s blessings to you this very sacred season! I’ll look forward to our time together in worship this winter.
Pastor Steve
><>
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Worship at FUMCGJ

Church Family Joinings, Baptisms, Confirmation
Corey & Daphna Wright
Pat & Larry Backes

Corey & Daphna Wright
Constatine Daniels

Nelda & John Partin
Constatine Daniels
GeneAnn Jimmerson
Karen Goucher
Kathy Kain

Native American Ministry Sunday
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Celebrations
Of all kinds
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7

What has FUMCGJ been up to?

What a GREAT DAY for a picnic & music
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Staff Shenanigans
Church Scavenger Hunt

Can
You
Guess

What
We
Are

Looking
For
??????
??
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Christian Education
Want to be a better listener?

Let us celebrate the New Year with a new Adult Book study via
Zoom! Sue Yeager and Ellie Young have selected the book, A House
Divided: Engaging the Issues through the Politics of Compassion, by
Mark Feldmeir. Rev. Feldmeir is senior pastor at St. Andrew UMC in
Highlands Ranch, CO. The book has received high praise from clergy
and authors of religious publications. Each of the eight chapters covers a different issue current in our lives/world, e.g. climate change,
racism, immigration and suicide. We will study six of them, since we
will have only a six-week class. We will meet on Wednesdays - Jan.
12, 19, 26, and Feb. 2, 9, and 16 – at 4:00 p.m. for one hour each
session.
Are you concerned about the word “politics” in the subtitle? Here
are a few statements describing the book and the author: “In our
current culture of conflict, we need a better way of relating to each
other and responding to today's controversial issues – a way that
transcends political partisanship and emphasizes universal care, mutual concern, and the flourishing of the common good . . . . Feldmeir
explores how a politics of compassion can help us find shared values
on today's most divisive issues and inspire us to find practical solutions and heal our divisions.” Another person shares that Feldmeir
“shows a way past our present failure into new healthy social possibility.” And a third person writes, [this book] “invites us to turn
down the talk radio and cable news know-it-alls, and instead, to
come together, reason together, and listen for the wisdom that we
need.”
In summary, we have chosen this book so that we may become better listeners with one another and better able to
have positive discussions and find common ground. This is not a time to promote our own agendas!
If you have further questions, please contact Sue or Ellie via the following contact information:
Sue Yeager – 245-5839 or
syeager@coloradomesa.edu

Ellie Young – 245-8157 or
ellie@indra.com
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Children’s Sunday School

A Little Noon Music
Join us for a FREE Concert the 2nd Wednesday of each month in the FUMCGJ Sanctuary.
Concerts begin at 12:15 PM and last 30-40 minutes. Upcoming performers are:
December 8

Adrián Herrera-Escobar; Jazz Piano

January 12

Jun Watabe and Molly Noel; Clarinet and Piano

February 9

Brian Krinke and Bill Aikens; Piano and Oboe
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United Methodist Women

As United Methodist Women closes out
2021, we gear up for an eventful 2022.

Crafting Angels is another all-church group UMW participates
in. Women and men use their amazing skills to make items for
sale at the annual Holiday House Bazaar each November.

December 2

Check out our bulletin board relocated to the hallway opposite
the Parlor (next to the drinking fountain). There is something
new each month.

Our final celebration for 2021 is the annual Christmas
Tea at 2:00 PM, in Gaines Hall. Please join us for wonderful desserts, excellent tea and a special program. A
group from the local Sweet Adelines Chorus will treat us
to traditional and contemporary Christmas music.
(Special thanks to Ruth Trowbridge for arranging this
entertainment!). Another fun part of the Christmas Tea
is awarding Mission Recognition pins to individuals who
have been especially supportive of the missions and ministries of the church and United Methodist Women.

Wow! United Methodist Women is a very active group of
women sharing their interests, skills, and gifts for the benefit
of others. We are some of the many hands and feet serving
The Lord at First United Methodist Church of Grand Junction! Come join us!

January 6
We will gather at noon for lunch, Installation of officers
for 2022, and the annual Pledge Service. Sue Yeager,
Coordinator of Social Action, and Ellie Young, Treasurer,
will facilitate those activities. These will be followed by a
brief business meeting. Please start your new year by
joining us for this time of fellowship and commitment.

February 3
We will gather at noon in Gaines Hall for lunch and a
program, “Finding Our Spiritual Gifts.” Whether or not
you are a member of United Methodist Women, you are
always invited to come for fellowship, fun, and information.
Circle News: Sarah Circle meets the second Thursday of each
month, at 5 PM, in the Parlor. We socialize over a meal and
participate in easy-going and interesting programs. Join us!
But Wait! There’s more!
United Methodist Women of FUMC participates in a reading
program which includes a district-wide friendly competition
each year to see which units have read more books than any
other unit. For 2021 our unit won the traveling plaque and
bragging rights for the large units...again! We are now gearing
up for another successful reading/education program. UMW
books for check-out are located on the north wall of the
church library. There is also a list of over 50 books available
through the Mesa County Library. If you enjoy reading and
learning, check out our reading program.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
What our hands and hearts create allow others to
know God.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry knits or crochets prayer
shawls and lap robes for those who need a reminder
that God has His arms wrapped around them all the
time.
Our meetings are the 4th Thursday of the month from
9:30 – 11:00 a.m. in the church parlor.
No meeting in December due to the Christmas holiday.
But we will meet in January and February.
January 27, 2022
February 24, 2022
Please join us for devotions, fellowship & ministry. We
have plenty of yarn and knitting needles or crochet
hooks available for you to use. If you wish to learn how
to knit or crochet, we would be glad to teach you.
Call Pam Bersch 970-242-3134 for more information.
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Celebrating YOU
The best way to celebrate generosity is with a heartfelt
thank you!
More importantly, the accolades go to all of the members and staff of First United Methodist Church because
every one of you have been living into your commitment
to serve the church with your prayers, your presence,
your gifts, your service, your witness, and your study of
the Holy Scriptures.
The resilience of the congregation to rise from the ashes
of the pandemic is evident everywhere. We are blessed
to have Sunday worshipers in the pews and on line. Summer camp on the Mesa was enjoyed by many. From the
back beat of the Praise Team to the harmonious songs of
the Sanctuary Choir, from the creative skills of the Prayer
Shawl yarn workers and the Crafting Angels to the
handyman skills of the staff and Trustees, from the
meetings of the United Methodist Women to the gatherings of the many committees and teams, you have
stepped into the call to service utilizing the talents with
which you have been gifted.

The Generosity Team would like to express deep appreciation for all of the many ways you have adapted to the
changes in financial giving. Make-a-Change Sundays continue to support community groups and global United
Methodist Church programs. “E-Giving” is out of the gate
with new methods to donate. Support for the City Market Rewards program remains strong. The new home of
the offering plate has been welcomed and rewarded
with donations. By continuing your charitable contributions, we can fulfill our mission to worship God and love
one another by taking Christ to the community and the
community to Christ.
Generosity comes in so many different expressions of
love.
We celebrate you, our Village of Faith!
THANK YOU SO MUCH!

A great big thank you goes out to all of the attendees of Cafe Chocolat at FUMC. We had a fun day
learning about Gods Grace , building relationships with other women, and enjoying chocolate. A
special thank you goes to Donna Jennings, Michelle Huff, Connie Brady, Lisa Burns, Anna Aleksa, Kim
Riggle and Marta Collazo for leading the sessions, as well as helping to decorate and cleaning up. A
delicious catered lunch was enjoyed by all. Thanks to our childcare workers too.

Hello Church Family and Friends…..
On behalf of the Staff Parish Relations Committee, we want to wish each of you
a joyous, blessed and healthy Christmas holiday. Then, before you know it,
here comes the New Year! May hope be the tenderness in your heart and faith
be a steadfast light to lead you into 2022. We thank those who served SPRC in
2021 and look forward to continuing to serve you as your liaison between the
congregation and the staff in 2022.
Charlotte Boylan and Vicki Sallade, Co-Chairs of SPRC
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Puzzle Time
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Administrative Notes

Program Ministry Council Meeting
Next
PMC
Meeting

Calendar Coordination for events

Dec 8

Mar, Apr, May

Time

Who should come

Church Office Closures
December 24
December 31

9:30-11:30 AM Anyone serving in a
ministry area

January 17

February 21

Circuit Rider Schedule
Issue

Events happening in

Due Date to
office

Mail Date

Spring

Mar, Apr, May

January 15

February 16

Are you receiving
the weekly Eblast?
If not, check to see if
the church office has
your current email.
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Visit us on the web—www.fumcgj.org
Circuit Rider is a quarterly publication. Submit all materials for Circuit Rider via email to
Carolyn Campbell at firstmethodist@fumcgj.org

First United Methodist Church
522 White Avenue
Grand Junction, CO 81501
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First United Methodist Church
Worshipping God and Loving One Another by
Taking Christ to the Community and the Community to Christ

DOWNTOWN | 522 White Avenue. 81501
Sunday Mornings at FUMC
In-Person & Live Streamed via fumcgj.org
9 AM Contemporary Worship
11 AM Traditional Worship
Note: On 5th Sunday’s only 1 worship at 11 AM
Our nursery is fully open for both worship services
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